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reinforcement or resistance?

Ll Saiys
(Ual) Ay o lipe (s2uald daslat

2025-06-30 : J sl e li ¢ 2025-05-27 : Aaball gyl £2025-05-07 © adiad) ey o

foadls
G Lo g bl ABle 35ay il s alaall dsld Sudall Ldley) clphill gl (e Caacall Aalgs dyylas e
e LS o Abins 2805 dpe Laial Baaetie alse g Jala ASalin dlae ob jualead) Cilgagiy (pelias (e 2Dle ) il
)OS e Gy L olall o) 058 Mg Sl alall (DU Wik 4y dSi () daa 0l of el e dplaill o3a
AlghiaY Liad Chaall Cilige 053805 agilh (sl SUAL ¢ mjlaall Ll cangall (gpumlead) aladl Gl J<ad Dley) Jilus leae s
e bl (smag agild ¢ JLaily D) dilus 4yt Ll Adllae e Ll (h5ia5 15308 1) s oo Lial) Aall (e 53 cAelenl)
LOAlSH alad) L s Lo 52y sl Y Gl e sp Caenall (5% Ly cuanll B AL (e (paitars i)
G ol Glaad) 3 Aplaill oda Lalind Aad) dalud) e dplall gl o) Al A e Jliall 138 Ciay
Gy Cusle Eaa Aalall Ll pe Lgahalad 8 sy s e 0S5 o Ll i) copelal ) edgyiball 4y g€l dilaall D
oo gL e plie Bla 8 aalu Lo ¢ AEN) adoailly faegil] AUl e Ciaall Aalga jas & aals s el Canall
)
JAaslia ¢ i 40 €Al Adlaall tCiaall dalsn ¢ (Bl tAualidal) culalsl)

Abstract:

The Spiral of Silence theory is one of the first media theories that explains audience behavior, as
it assumes a correlational relationship between the content and agendas disseminated by the media and
the orientations of the masses. It is a dynamic process influenced by multiple social, cultural, and political
factors... The Spiral of Silence theory also based on the premise that individuals tend to shape their
opinions according to the prevailing public opinion. Consequently, public opinion forms in alignment
with the ideas promoted by the media, leading to a unified mass public opinion.

On the other hand, those who oppose this opinion choose to remain silent to avoid group
persecution and fear of social isolation. Thus, even if they hold beliefs contrary to those presented by the
media and communication outlets, they suppress their personal views and refrain from participating in the
discourse. Here, silence becomes an expression of rejection rather than acceptance, forming the latent
public opinion.

This article examines the applicability of this theory in the Algerian context by analyzing current
events and developments in the local sphere, particularly through Algerian print journalism. The findings
reveal that Algerian newspapers were not uniform in their approach to public issues. Some official outlets
played a clear role in reinforcing the spiral of silence through mechanisms of marginalization and
selective amplification, contributing to a climate of self-censorship and reluctance to express dissenting
views.
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