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Abstract

This study addresses the issues of identity and alienation in the experience
of the Palestinian critic Faisal Darraj, as the two issues represent a
fundamental foundation in Darraj’s life and in his intellectual and critical
approaches. The two issues are intertwined with the collective suffering of
Palestinians in general and the suffering of Darraj specifically, and Darraj is
not a heresy of the Palestinian intellectual who was stung by the fires of
deportation. Forced labor, diaspora, exile, and trauma. The Palestinian
experience, at the individual or collective level, was colored with special
themes that characterized the Palestinian experience with uniqueness and
specificity.

This reading is based, methodologically, on a central critical statement
which states that writing according to Faisal Darraj is an experience within
which the requirements for the eloquence of estranged identity are fulfilled:
language, title, and methodological construction. Perhaps this eloquence is
linked structurally to the estranged self, meaning that it reflects, from among
its convolutions, the face of a unique, cultured human being., Different.

The importance of Darraj’s exploration of the themes of identity and
alienation lies in her diagnosis of the state of Palestinian culture over eight
decades, which summarizes the Palestinian Nakba from the time of the
Israeli occupation of Palestine until this day of people. Then, identity and
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alienation, and exile can be added to them, is the third dimension upon
which the suffering of the Palestinian in general and the intellectual in
particular is based. Faisal Darraj devoted his intellectual and critical project
to dismantling the discourse of identity and alienation in most of his works.
He obsessed over the two issues in fragments of his autobiography, part of
which he published successively after he personally suffered from the fire of
these questions and their historical and cognitive contexts. The step of
writing memoirs was, in the end, an insightful inspection of an ambiguous
reality interconnected with... Existential and national issues. These memoirs
seemed to be the culmination of questions about these problematic topics
that arise every now and then and become more complex and intertwined.
There is no doubt that the restriction of these memoirs for Darraj was linked
to the duality of writing, erasure, and self-imagination, as for Serge

Doubrovsky.
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